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Opening Statement: “It has been kind of a world-wind experience, getting here at 5 a.m. Our kids are still
getting used to the time change here in New Orleans. The town here in New Orleans has been unbelievable.
The staff at the Sugar Bowl has been great as well. | tried to share with the team that this is the big time and
the city of New Orleans is a great place to visit. A Super Bowl atmosphere that surrounds us. Hopefully we
won'’t be uptight on the biggest stage we have played on and it will be an exciting time.”

Of all the things you have been impressed with about your quarterback (Colt Brennan), what has
impressed you the most? “I think the most impressive thing is his competitiveness and his intangibles, the
things you guys do not normally see, that he is a real leader and competitor. | think that is has showed up
certainly on our home field over the past two-three years. | see it everyday. Just like our last practice at the
University of Hawaii, which Colt knew would be his last. | walked off of the field and | said to myself, that was
the most impressive | have every seen him throw the football. | read the paper the next day and he was
quoted as saying that was the last that he would ever be on that field.”

| understand you said you felt Hawaii was your dream job. Talk about why that is so. “Well | had played
there in 1973-74 and | saw the old Honolulu Stadium. | knew what the team meant to the state not just the
school. | have a lot of love for my friends that were there and | remember my first coaching job was with Dick
Tomey in 1983 and | could see that the potential was there if we could get it going. | knew early on that my
offensively philosophy would attract recruits and | think that has proven with the kids that want to play in our
offense. Because of our success we have started to attract some defensive players. We have had to do it
differently on the defensive side, as we may have taken a kid who is 6’5", 205, and by the time he left four
years later he may have been 6’5", 285.”

Successful teams know how to win; can you define how your team takes this approach, coming back
from two touchdowns down against Washington to win? “l think that in the time that Colt’s been here the
players have been able to believe we can move the football. We've done it, scored 28 points in two-in-a-half
minutes; we've come from behind and done what we have had to do. And once you do that the players believe
they can do it and once you have that belief anything is possible. We're gonna have a tough match, no
question its the best team we have played and hopefully we won’t be nervous and we will come out with
confidence and play like we can.”

With Colt and the quality of your receivers, how tough do you think it is for Georgia to prepare for your
offense? “They have great talented players. They have very good coaches and they will have a good scheme
to compete against us obviously. Everybody plays some form of what we (Hawaii) do now, whether it is
Florida running their pull-off offense and the formations they play. It used to be when | first started in the NFL
in 1987 nobody was in four wide-outs so we never knew what they were going to do to us. Now you kind of
have a little bit of an idea after they have 30 days to prepare, I'm sure they will have new wrinkles and new
things that they are going to do to us. ”



When you consider coaching in college and in the pros, and your life changing accident, are you
looking at this year as your crowing achievement in your life and football? “l think my relationship with
my players is kind of what has been really unique for me. It kind of started last season in 2006 when | was
quoted in an interview saying | thought this season was going to be special before the season started. It was
last year too, and that was because of the players. That's kind of what | enjoy, being around the players, the
lockerroom, night before the game and then watching them buy into the things ‘us’ as coaches try to teach
them. And then have the players perform and become one on the field.”

Traditionally you hear the match-up of a BCS team vs. a non-BCS team and they say the biggest
difference is the line-of-scrimmage. Do you look at your offensive line and hope they hold up well?
OGeorgia is going to make some plays in there. They have great team speed. They have a couple inside guys
that have great push too, so, they are going to make some plays. We just hope we can make more. | think
that if you were to line-up in the I-formation their speed and power will overwhelm us. Because of what we do
offensively and Colt’s quick release we have a chance. That's what it's going to take. Like | said they will
make some plays against us and we will make some against them, and hopefully we make one more than
them.”

Was it a strategic plan to let the kids experience New Orleans for the first couple of nights? “It was a
plan. We didn’t have curfew last night and we won’t have it tonight. Pretty much every player has at least one
family member with them in town that they are spending time with. | am not as concerned, this is a great group
of kids and | am not worried we are going to do anything we would be ashamed of. We have pretty much the
whole time here tied up from meetings morning till night. It's okay with me to let them experience something
they may never get to experience again.”

Express your emotions on bringing a team from where it was when you started to this point (Sugar
Bowl)? “To be perfectly honest, | haven’t had much time to process the accomplishments and really answer
that question completely as it has been pretty much non-stop since the Washington game ended and probably
had four hours a sleep a night. From the time | wake up till the time | go to bed | have been preparing. | just
haven’'t had time to sit back and say WOW what a year we've had. | don’t feel like we are undefeated, | feel
that this is just the next game and we need to win it. My team, my relationship with my guys, | am just proud of
the last two years and what we have been able to accomplish. | told this to the local media, you know last year
we were 11-3 and over the past two years we have won 22 of our 25 games. And in those three losses we
were in position to win all three in the final moments. That’s pretty amazing when you think about it. And what
it really comes down to is the difference that we have learned from last year on how to win. We have had the
ball four times this year and had to have a final drive to win the game. That’s the difference in being a good
team and a great team.”

How has the accident changed your life? “When it happened | just felt completely lucky to be going through
those things and feeling that | should be dead. There was no reason why | should have survived. My aorta
was torn and if it wasn’t clamped in fifteen minutes death was 100% certain. They didn’t find mine for four
hours, so there is no reason why | am here today. | look back and see things | have gone through, that going
into the 2006 season | could sense that | had a great group of guys and the good lord saved me to help teach
these young men not just about football but also about life.”

Do you feel you will ever hand over the play-calling duties? “l have thought about it, but | really do think
my assistants will do a great job when | do in fact hand it over to them. Right now | just know what | want to do
and | am not into that situation right now. Mark has done it and he has had a great career, as | have followed it
from when he was at Florida State. As soon as he got the Georgia job | knew he was the right guy for
Georgia”

With Georgia being in the SEC, big-time BCS school, do you think they will try to overrun your team? “I
am sure they will look to do that, and they aren’t smart if they don’t try to do that. They have a Barry Sanders
type running back and he is only 18 years old. He isn’'t any longer a freshman; he is 13 games in and now a
veteran. When you watch him block on passes and take the ball and try to physically hurt people or make a
move to take it to the house he has it all.”

Tell us why you made the public comments on the inadequacies of the Hawaii athletic program? “The
reason that | said anything and Colt said anything was to bring attention to the people of Hawaii that this



program needed help. And | think that there are people downtown and the community has realized what the
football program means to our state and playing in the Sugar Bowl has done that. We were on the cover of
USA Today and you can buy that for Hawaii. Our whole economy is tourism and how we survive is through
tourism and you can’t buy that for Hawaii. And | knew that our football program could be visible nationally by
NFL standards. And that's what happened. And just by coming to the Sugar Bowl and getting off the plane
our communities realizes how big this is. By me saying things or Colt saying things we are not in anyway
crying about it, as | knew it was like this when | first took the job. In reality, if you wanted to do this every year
you need help.”

How difficult is it to target, recruit players? “It has always been difficult, and we have tried it a bunch of
different ways doing it, we don’t even go to the mainland to recruit any longer due to airfares and gas. Now we
have to screen guys by telephone. We have to really screen hard who to take here on a trip and to see who is
serious about coming to our program. To be honest, a lot of our players recruited us.”

What keeps you at the University of Hawaii? “The thing that keeps me there is the people of Hawaii. That’s
what brought me to the university and what keeps me there. | have had lots of opportunities to leave before
and | just really have strong feelings for people and it's a great place, nothing quite like it. It's a fantastic
place.”

Does your team believe it can defeat Georgia? “The great thing about the players, different than coaches,
the more | look at Georgia, the better they get. But as we spend a whole lot more time on that film sometimes
than your team. The players know how good they are but it still comes down to having to play the game and
executing. That's why there have been so many upsets this year. Our guys believe they can play and we are
gonna make some plays and hopefully the momentum of the game will go our way and we won'’t be intimidated
and play with confidence.”



